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EBTC
Annual General Meeting
Saturday, March 6, 2010
Delwood Community League Hall
7515 Delwood Road
Edmonton, Alberta
4:30 pm Socializing
5:00 pm Dinner
6:00 pm AGM
There will be no cost to members for dinner

EBTC Executive Members

E-mail?

President

The EBTC maintains an e-mail directory of members. Occasionally, e-mail or other items received by EBTC considered to be of interest to the membership are forwarded
via e-mail. If you wish to be added to this electronic mailing list to receive updates, please send your request via
email to info@bikeclub.ca

Eileen Hall ....................................................................780-922-0884
Vice-President/Touring

Sid Bennett..................................................................780-604-0466
Secretary

Keri Barringer ..............................................................780-988-1340
Treasurer

Dan Boonstra ...............................................................780-447-3680
Membership Co-ordinator

Anne-Marie Adachi ....................................................780-988-9554
Newsletter Editor

To save costs and valuable executive time, all club members receive e-mail notification when Spokes is posted
on the club website and are expected to access it online.
Members who cannot access the Internet readily can get
Spokes in hard copy by sending in a written request to
the EBTC post office box noted below. Remember that it
costs $2.00 for each copy we print and put in the mail.

Ellen Ainsley ................................................................780-235-2247
Social Co-ordinator

Chris Chapman ..............................................................780-936-7174
Publicity Co-ordinator

Nancy and Dale Smigerowsky..................................780-430-7467
Supplies and Equipment Co-ordinator

Ernie Mah .....................................................................780-988-8322
Education and Safety Co-ordinator

Scott Keast..................................................................780-467-2499
Volunteer Co-ordinator

Vacant
Librarian/Web

Greg Pommen ...................................................... gpommen@yahoo.ca
Chris Sommerfeldt .....................................................780-434-0165
E-mail Communications

Greg Pommen ...................................................... gpommen@yahoo.ca
Chris Sommerfeldt .....................................................780-434-0165
Past President

Alan Schietzsch...........................................................780-455-1924

Publisher Information & Policies

Spokes is the newsletter of the all-volunteer Edmonton
Bicycle & Touring Club. Spokes is published monthly in
the summer and bi-monthly in the winter months.
Fees for non-members to advertise in Spokes is $25 for
a quarter page, $50 for a half page and $100 for a full
page.
Opinions expressed in Spokes are those of the contributor and are not necessarily shared by the Edmonton Bicycle & Touring Club. The editor reserves the right to edit
for clarity, brevity and content and is the sole judge of
suitability for all articles and advertisements.
©Copyright 2008 by the Edmonton Bicycle & Touring Club.
All rights reserved.
Permission is granted for reprinting articles herein by any
non-profit group or publications. Credit to the author and
Spokes must appear in your publication and a copy sent
to:
Edmonton Bicycle &
Touring Club
P.O. Box 52017

We welcome your comments and suggestions – especially if you have
an idea for a trip or outing you think your fellow club members
might enjoy!

Newsletter Enquiries and Submissions

The deadline for the newsletter is the 22nd of each month. Enquiries and articles can be e-mailed to guru1@shaw.ca. Articles must
be submitted in Word format and any pictures may be scanned and
e-mailed.

Moving?

If you’re moving, please send your name, old address, new address
and new phone number(s) to the Membership Co-ordinator at the
mailing address above. This information will ensure that you receive
your newsletters.

Garneau Postal Station
Edmonton, Alberta T6G 2T5

Cycling with Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
Who let Mr. Hyde loose? So what is it that can make one annoying motorist turn us into car hating, intolerant ranters on
bikes? Yes, that one bad driver really riled us up, and they must be blind not to have noticed us at that intersection. Then on
some other occasion, somebody with a trailer gets impatient and passes you with a roar in a really stupid place. Suddenly the
world and its cars are all against you. You start to notice the smell of every exhaust that passes you.
What happened to the idea of being at one with your bike doing whatever riding you enjoy ? Do we really want all these people
to influence our moods ?
Do you have two Mr. Hydes? Actually a confession: I've got another Mr. Hyde hidden away.
He comes out when I'm driving a car and guess what? - he rants at some cyclists. You know - the ones that veer across the
road without signalling. The ones that come up the inside at speed from miles behind, when you are signalling to turn right and
cause you to do an emergency stop as you are turning right. The ones that are riding side by side out past the shoulder line for
miles with no obvious reason on a road that's really difficult to pass on. The people that make drivers hate the innocent and responsible cyclists.
Really, these two Hydes need to get together and sort themselves out!
Moderate, reasonable cyclists should speak out, to bad drivers, and to bad cyclists: as cyclists we should expect car users, responsible for a potentially lethal machine, to be very careful and to look out for us and our safety. But the trouble is that we allow the extreme people on the “car side” of the argument to push us into an extreme view on our side. It serves no useful purpose - there will always be extremes on both sides.
We need to engage with the moderate reasonable people on both sides and not let the extremes dictate what we do, feel or
say. It doesn't really serve any constructive purpose.
Don't convert more extremists: If you wave madly or stick a finger up at a driver who simply made a mistake, or wasn't
quite concentrating, or just didn't see you, you might convert them into a bike hater. Do we want that ? Yet it’s a challenge to
stay calm when your life is threatened by someone carelessly chatting on a cell phone or reading a newspaper on the steering
wheel while aiming several thousand pounds of metal inches from your unprotected body.
There are the good guys: I had something happen recently that restored my faith. On a social ride I was feeling the pace
(hadn’t been out for weeks) and the group I was with got ahead half a km and then turned off to the left and waited for me.
A hundred meters or so from the intersection, I was still head-down, plowing on, and I heard a car behind. Expecting it to pass,
I carried on, but the driver must have seen my group ahead, been unsure if I was going to pull out into the middle and he
waited until I got to the intersection and turned, which I wasn't expecting.
I made sure I gave a very friendly thumbs up and wave. It felt much better than when I exercise the old middle finger. This upcoming year I hope to take my own advice, and have a happier season!

Alan Schietzsch

